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barracks into granaries, and, I suppose, all our howitzers into fire-irons!
But what can be said in answer to the pacificists' minute descriptions of the horrors of war ? To throw wide the field-hospitals and exhibit doctors and dressers at work on the wounded ; to point to the dead and dying hurried into the trenches ; to assert, " This is war ; this is reality/' is as convincing and as reasonable as to point to a regiment on parade with band playing and colours flying and to say: " This is the reality." War will never be abolished by such denunciation of isolated features. For in war there is always a series of intricate and complex phenomena, extending from the period of apparent peace to the inception of the idea of conflict, on through the corresponding changes in the mind and purposes of the government and nation to the conflict itself, the battlefield, the sequel, the terms.
There in its specious and glittering beauty the ideal of Pacificism remains; yet in the long march of humanity across thousands of years or thousands of centuries it remains still an ideal, lost in inaccessible distances, as when first it gleamed across the imagination. It has always been there. We find its traces in the Iliad and in the Sagas, in the verse of Pindar and in the profound and reflective prose of Thucy-dides. Livy's imagination responded to it, even when with the brush of a Veronese or of a Titian he painted the wars of Rome. It informs some of the noblest passages of the Annals of Tacitus. It appears as the "Truce of God " in the Middle Age, and in the orators of the Reformation pronounces a malediction upon